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Synopsis

Sign Language Made Simple will include five Parts:Part One: an introduction, how to use this book,
a brief history of signing and an explanation of how signing is different from other languages,
including its use of non-manual markers (the use of brow, mouth, etc in signing.)Part Two:
Fingerspelling: the signing alphabet illustrated, the relationship between signing alphabet and ASL
signsPart Three: Dictionary of ASL signs: concrete nouns, abstractions, verbs, describers, other
parts of speech-approx. 1,000 illustrations. Will also include instructions for non-manual markers,
where appropriate.Part Four: Putting it all together: sentences and transitions, includes rudimentary
sentences and lines from poems, bible verses, famous quotes-all illustrated. Also, grammatical
aspects, word endings, tenses.Part Five: The Humor of Signing: puns, word plays and jokes.Sign
Language Made Simple will have over 1,200 illustrations, be easy to use, fun to read and more

competitively priced than the competition. It's a knockout addition to the Made Simple list.
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Customer Reviews

This book is great for beginners. It shows you alot of signs that would get you started and on your

way. However, our class has learned that because all of the signs are not 'universal’, we needed an
ASL dictionary to go along with it. The discriptions of the signing actions need to be read a couple of
times in some instances to understand what you are susposed to do. But is is good for a beginner to

get the basics.



My homeschool student and | are learning to sign the basics with this easy to read book. It covers
letters and numbers, as well as how and where to hold your hands for the best view of the person
watching. | already know some signing, so it has been easy for me to jump back in and continue. My
student knew none, and is having it just an easy. The book divides words into groupings, like family,

school, etc, for easier use. Great as a starter text!

| am trying to teach myself the basics of ASL and this book is pretty handy. Some of the illustrations
are a little ambiguous and | have to go online to find a video to get it right. (Does that arrow mean
"back and forth" or "left and right" is a good example.) | like the way the book is divided into
categories of sign and it has some fun reading about ASL and its idioms that don’t directly translate

into English.

Signs are grouped by subject rather than alphabetical, which can lead to a lot of page flipping.
There is an index, so | utilize that a lot! Helpful hints are given, signs are clear, alternative signs are
given where they exist. My sign language book was 30 years old, so these signs are updated from

that!

| have taken ASL classes and was using this book as a review. It's pretty comprehensive and
contains substantive amounts of nouns (both concrete and abstract), verbs, adjectives, etc. The

pictures and the descriptions are very helpful too.

This is a product review for Sign Language Made Simple: A Complete Introduction to American Sign
Language. | bought this book because | have been trying to learn how to sign for two years now and
| am always searching for a good book to help me, since | don’t have anyone to practice with, after
reading the reviews, | decided to give it a try and ordered it. With my Prime membership, it took
three days to arrive since | ordered it late at night, it arrived in a yellow package and was left inside
my mailbox.The book is like a soft-cover textbook in size and not heavy (At least for me.) I read it a
bit and looked through it, just to compare it a bit with what | know and other books | have tried. The
introduction was interesting, it talked a bit about the sign language history, | found the alphabet
page to be good as well and love the fact that in the back, there is a few quotes and the signs to go
with it. For me, this book is different from the ones I've tried before because it not only teaches

signing but it also teaches a lot about the deaf culture.Included is a picture | just took of the book, |



bought mine used but it still looks fairly new. Underneath the book is the package it came in.Any

questions, feel free to ask, I'll be happy to answer them as best as | can.

This book is very helpful for beginner ASL signers. It is mostly easy to understand. There were
some signs that are hard to form from the description or picture given but the majority of the signs
are clear and straightforward. Since trends in any language change over time, there are some
alternative signs that my instructor gave for certain words. However, | would recommend this book

because it is a nice and comprehensive way to ease into learning signs .

Got this book for a class. It's easy to use, includes different variations of signs that might be used.
As with any sign book though, you have to try to figure out what the sign will look like in action from

a drawing.
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